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T  O    T  H  E 


Right     Hon.     J.     C.     FOX. 

SIR, 

A  HE  founding  a  commercial  intercourfe  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  upon  the  bafis  of 
mutual  advantage,  feems  a  meafure  fo  wife,  and 
falutary  in  itfelf,  and  fo  promifing  in  its  confe- 
quences,  as  naturally  to  excite  a  more  than  ordi- 
nary fhare  of  the  public  attention. 

The  object  has  long  had  the  warmefl  wifhes  of 
the  bell,  and  moll  exalted  characters  of  both 
countries,  and  the  mofl  fervent  prayers  of  every 
one  not  infenfible  of  their  welfare  and  happinefs ; 
and  it  is  with  inexpreffible  pleafure  and  fatisfadion, 
they  now  behold  it  ripening,  and  nearly  brought 
to  a  ftate  of  maturity,  by  the  foftering  hand  of 
the  prefent  moft  excellent  Minifter,  who,  with 
his  father's  refplendent  virtues,  mod  happily 
blends  the  wifdom  of  age  and  experience. 

A  Meafure,  Sir,  that  will  at  once  do  away  all 
thofe  jealoufies  that  have  fo  long  filled  the  breafl 
of  Ireland — that  muft  for  ever  attach  her  to  Great 
Britain — and  make  their  interefl  one  and  the  fame, 
cannot  but  claim  a  very  powerful  fupport  from 
the  representatives  of  the  people. 

It 
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It  is,  therefore,  with  much  furprize,  the  pub- 
lic hear,  that  you,  and  thofe  you  are  in  the  habit 
of  voting  with,  (including  your  new  friends)  in- 
tend to  give  it  every  oppofition  in  your  power. 

The  [confiftewy  of  your  conduct,  in  the  line  of 
politics,  gives,  at  once,  the  flatter!-  contradiction 
to  fo  impudent  and  barefaced  a  calumny. 

The  following  meets,  however,  will  effectually 
put  the  matter  out  of  doubt,  and  do  you   ample 
ice. 

They  are  the  faithful  extracts  of  various  fpeeches 
delivered  in  Parliament  by  you,  and  thofe  you  have 
the  honour  to  act  with,  and  will  be  found  to  con- 
tain the  ftrongefl  recommendations  of  the  very  mea- 
fures,  now  under  difcuffion,  lor  eflablilhing  a  fair 
and  equal  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

You  will  pleafe,  therefore,  to  accept  of  them 
as  the  beft,  and  niofl  conclusive  refutation  of  the 
charges  brought  agamfl  you,  as  from  them,  it  is 
impoffible,  confidering  how  very  unlikely  you  are 
to  be  actuated  by  party  views,  that  the  minirler 
can  v/anl  your  fuppc-rt  and  affiftance. 

I  have  the  honor  lobe, 


Your  niofl  devoted  humjpje  fervant, 
A  MkmbBR  of  the  Whig  Club. 


St,  A  r  v, ,,  n's  Tavejrn, 
ireb  19,  1785. 
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HOUSE   of  COMMONS. 


Mr.  SAWB  RIDGE. 

JL  Am  againft  all  monopolies  of  trade,  and  com- 
mercial interdictions ;  there  is  trade  enough  for 
every  nation  upon  earth,  //  all  impolitic  reftriclions 
were  repealed.  No  nation,  nor  corporate  body,  nor 
individual,  has  a  right  to  deprive  another  of  the 
benefits  of  manufactures,  trade,  and  commerce. 

March  i8,  1779*. 

Mr.  BURKE. 

It  is  for  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain  to  throw 
open  even  the  woollen  trade  to  Ireland ;  and  if  it  is 
not  done  now  voluntarily,  the  French  will  foon 
oblige  us  to  do  it.. 

March  18,  1779. 

B  Lord 

The  order  of  the  day  was  for  going  into  a  committee  on  the 
importation  of  fugan  into  Ireland,  which  was  loft  on  a  divilion, 
62  to  $8. 
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Lord  BEAUCHAMP. 

The  language  the  noble  Lord,  (Earl  of  Hilfto- 
rough)  ufed  in  the  other  Houfe  of  the  late  minis- 
ters, (Lord  North,  &c.)  clearly  meant  an  equality 
of  export  and  import  duties,  cufloms,  &c.  an  equa- 
lity of  trade,  and  confequently  of  mutual  advan- 
tage. Nov.  30,  1779. 

Earl   of  UPPER    OSSORY. 

As  an  Iriftiman,  and  bound  to  Ireland  by  the 

ftrongefl  ties  of  intereft  and  affection,  it  might  be 
fairly,  and  I  will  add,  be  truly  prefumed,  that  I 

entertain  the  moll  fincere  wifhes  for  her  happinefs 
and  profperity ;  nay,  I  will  fay,  that  as  an  Eng- 
lilhman,  it  is  my  duty  to  do  fo,  becaufe  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  that  whatever  promotes  the  trade  and  com- 
merce of  Ireland,  will  ultimately  promote  that  of  Great 
Britain.  Dec.  6,  1779. 

Lord  BEAUCHAMP. 

That  Ireland  is  in  a  diflreffed  fituation,  no  man 
within  or  without  this  Houfe  will,  I  dare  fay, 
venture  to  deny  j  but  I  can  never  be  perfuaded  to 
think,  that  the  miferies  which  Ireland  feels,  and 
under  which  (he  at  prefent  groans,  can  be  fairly 
attributed  to  the  prefent  miniflry,  or  indeed  to  any 
minifiry  within  my  remembrance.     The  grievance 

has 
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has  riot  originated,  at  leaft  fince  the  pre fent  reign, 
with  any  particular  fet  of  men  in  power,  nor  from 
any  recent  meafures  adopted  in  refpecl:  to  that 
country.  The  caufes  are  various,  but  the  prime 
fource  of  the  diftrelTes  of  that  kingdom,  is  the  Jyf- 
tern  of  our  trade  laws,  which  lay  a  reftraint  upon  her 
commerce.  I  am  convinced,  that  thefe  reftriclions 
arife  from  a  very  narrow,  ihort-fighted  policy, 
conceived  in  prejudice,  and  ftrengthened  by  time  ; 
which,  after  more  than  a  century,  has  been 
wrought,  as  it  were,  into  the  very  conftitution  of 
this  country. 

For  my  own  part,  I  think  the  intereft  of  both 
countries  is  infeparable,  as  their  political  connexion 
is  indifToluble,  and  whoever  endeavours  to  ob- 
ftrucl  either,  is  no  friend  to  his  country,  that  is,  he 
is  ignorant  of  the  true  profperity  of  both*. 

Though  enjoying  a  place  under  the  Crown,  my 
fituation  is  not  fuch,  as  to  entitle  me  to  know 
what  paries  in  his  Majefty's  council  ;  but  I  have 
heard  in  converfation,  that  the  noble  Lord  on  the 
fame  bench,  (Lord  North)  in  concert  with  the  reft 
of  his  Majefty's  fervants,  have  agreed  upon  pro- 

B  2  pofitions, 

*  As  neither  Lord  North,  Mr.  Fox,  nor  Mr.  Burke,  can  be 
thought  ignorant  of  the  true  profperity  of  both  England  and 
Ireland,  according  to  Lord  Beauchamp,  neither  of  them  /;  a  friend 
to  his  country  ;  and  they  will  hardly  have  the  ill  manners  to  con- 
tradict a  noble  Lord  they  fo  cordially  a&  with. 
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pofitions,  which  are  to  be  fubmitted  to  this  houfe. 
I  am  ignorant  of  their  purport ;  but  from  what  I 
heard  fall  from  a  noble  Lord  (Earl  of  Hilfborough) 
in  the  other  houfe,  the  firfl  day  of  the  fefTion ;  to 
whom,  both  England,  and  Ireland,  owe  the  highefl 
obligations,  it  is  fuppofed,  that  Ireland  will  be  grant- 
ed an  equal  trade,  or  an  equality  of  trade,  upon  the 
broad  bafis,  of  impartiality  and  juftice. 

Dec.  6,  1779. 

Mr.    BURKE. 

Ireland  fpurns  at  the  Britifh  claim  of  dominion  : 
fhe  looks  upon  herfelf  as  free  and  independent ,  and  is 
firmly  determined  to  maintain  it.  The  American 
war  originated  in  injuftice,  has  been  conducted 
with  cruelty,  and  is  likely  to  end  in  infamy,  dif- 
grace,  and  difappointment.  The  loyalty  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  can  no  more  procure  juftice  at 
the  hands  of  minifters,  than  the  ftubborn  fpirit  of 
America.  Ireland,  driven  to  the  laft  ftage  of  hu- 
man mifery  and  diftrefs,  is  left  to  her  wretched 
fate ;  ihe  intreats — fhe  fupplicates— but  in  vain. 
Without  a  pretence  of  offence  on  her  part,  fhe  is 
left  to  fate,  unattended  to,  and  un pitied ! 

Ireland  now  will  n©t  be  fatisfled  with  any  thing 
port  of  a  free  trade.  The  people  of  Ireland  have 
reafoned  fairly  and  juftly :  the  colonies,  they 
know,  have  been  offered  the  moil  that  their  own 

moft 
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mod  fatiguing  expectations  could  afpire  to,  a  free 
trade  with  all  the  world.  America,  for  her  revolt, 
has  had  a  choice  of  favours  held  out  to  her :  This 
is  the  reward  of  rebellion,  Ireland  for  her  loyalty, 
foralmolla  century,  and  her  forbearance  under 
accumulated  oppreffion,  and  internal  diflreffes,  has 
been  refufed  the  mighty  indulgence  of  importing 
her  own  fugars  ;  at  all  events,  without  taking  any- 
peculiar  merit  with  the  Britiih  Government,  for 
their  loyal,  faithful,  and  peaceable  demeanor,  they 
thought  thev  were  at  leaft  entitled  to  meet  the 
colonies  upon  equal  terms,  and  with  equal  expec- 
tations of  favour  and  relief  to  thofe  which  America 
has  fpurned  at  with  contempt. 

I  am  induced,  from  every  confideration,  which 

ftrikes  me,  to  believe,    that  whatever  me  a  fur  e   will 

Jerve  Ireland  effentially,  will,  andmufty  in  the  end>ferve 

England.  Dec.  6,  1779. 

Mr.    FOX. 

It  is  the  general  calamities  of  the  empire,  that 
has  made  Ireland  poor ;  but  it  is  the  incapacity  and 
negligence  of  government,  that  has  rendered  her 
bold  and  daring.  It  is  therefore  incumbent  upon 
parliament,  to  fhew  their  fuller!  difapprobation  of 
that  indolence  and  incapacity  ;  and  convince 
Ireland,  that  they. are  as  ready  as  themfelves  to 
refent  and  punifn  the  cruel  and  improper  treat- 
ment, 
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merit,  which  they  have  received  from  minifters. 
Ireland  will  fee  by  fuch  a  conducl,  that  it  is  not 
this  country,  but  its  miniflers  who  are  blameable, 
which  will,  in  my  opinion,  prove  the  fureft  means 
of  once  more  binding  both  countries  in  the  ftrongeft, 
and  moil  indiffoluble  ties  of  friendship  and  affec- 
tion, Dec.  6,  1779. 

Lord  NORTH. 

Many  favours  have  been  granted  to  Ireland,  fince 
I  have  had  the  honour  of  a  feat  in  his  Majefty's 
councils,  fuch  as  the  free  importation  of  beef  and 
butter  rendered  perpetual;  the  encouragement 
given  to  the  Newfoundland  cod  nfliery  ;  and  the 
Southern  whale  fifhery,  by  bounties  granted  by  the 
Britifh  parliament;  the  giving  leave  to  export 
woollen  for  clothing  the  troops  on  the  Iriih  efta- 
blifhment,  ferving  out  of  that  kingdom ;  the  act 
for  encouraging  the  culture  of  tobacco  and  hemp, 
by  permitting  its  importation  into  Great  Britain ; 
the  permilTion  of  the  export  of  feveral  enumerated 
articles  to  the  Britifh  fugar  colonies,  and  the  coaft 
of  Africa,  &c.  Thefe  favours,  howfoever  liberal- 
ly given,  have  not  anfwered,  nor  proved  fuffici- 
ently  efficacious  in  removing  the  difficulties  the 
people  of  Ireland  labour  under,  from  the  refirlclions 
laid  upon  her  trade  y  nor  the  diftrejfes  that  are  the  con- 
fequences  of  thofe  rejtriclions.     What  parliament  may 

do, 
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do,  is  not  for  me  to  foretell,  nor  (Mate ;  but  I  pre- 
fume,  they  will  come  with  the  bed  difpofitions 
towards  their  brethren  in  Ireland,  and  grant  them 
every  thing  which  does  not  apparently  clajh  with  the  ef* 
fential  interests  of  this  kingdom.  Dec*  6,  1779. 

Mr.   W  EL  BORE    ELLIS, 

Though  a  native  of  Ireland,  I  rife  as  a  member 
of  this  houfe,  to  give  my  opinion,  relative  to  the 
intereft  of  my  conflituents,  and  am  happy  to  find 
myfelf  in  a  fituation,  when  I  can  unite  a  ftricl:  dis- 
charge of  my  duty  with  my  native  feelings,  fhe 
interefts  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  are  reciprocal 
and  mutual.  Dec.  6,  1779. 

Lord   GEO.   GERMAINE. 

Perfons  of  great  weight  and  ability  in  this  king- 
dom have  been  confulted  on  the  Subject  of  our 
differences  with  Ireland,  but  their  opinions  were 
fo  contradictory,  that  no  certain  information,  or 
what  would  promife  to  give  fatisfaction,  could  be 
obtained,  Sufficient  to  ground  meafures  upon,  and 
confequently  neither  Miniftry,  nor  Parliament 
could  decide,  till  a  proper  fpecification  was  made  by 
the  People  of  Ireland,  through  the  only  channel  on 
which  it  could  be  relied  on,  or  attended  to.  That 
fpecification  has  been  made ;  the  Irilh  Parliament 
have  come  to  an  unanimous  vote,  thai  nothing  JborS 

of 


t    8     ] 

of  a  free  trade  would  anfooer  the  object  which  theif 
prefent  fituation  necefiarily  points  to.  The  Irifh 
Parliament  has  been  explicit,  and  I  hope  that  their 
defires  will  be  granted*.  Dec,  6,  1779* 

Lord    NORTH. 

I  mean  now  to  open  my  three  proportions,  re- 
lative to  the  allowing  Ireland  a  free  export  of  her 
wool,  woollens,  and  wool  flocks  ;  a  free  exporta- 
tion of  glafs,  and  of  all  kinds  of  glafs  manufac- 
tures ;  of  a  freedom  of  trade  with  the  Britifri 
plantations  ;  on  certain  conditions,  the  bafis  of 
which  is  to  be  an  equality  of  taxes  and  cufiomsy  upon 
an  equal  and  unreftrained  trade. 

To  demonftrate  the  matter  of  right,  as  well  as 
favour,  I  beg  leave  to  rtate  the  two  following  pro- 
portions :  Firfl,  7 hat  Ireland  has  a  free  and  unlimit- 
ed right  to  trade  with  the  whole  world.  Secondly, 
That  Ireland  does  not,  nor  cannot,  pretend  to 
claim  any  right,  direclly,  or  co-relatively,  with 
any  part  of  the  Britiili  colonies,  or  plantations. 
Every  perfon  in  both  kingdoms,  mull  inflantly 
give  an  univerfal  affent  to  the  latter  propofition. 
It  is  not  my  wifn  to  enter  into  a  difcuflion  of  the 
former,  or  debate  points  merely  fpeculatively :  fo 

much, 

*  Nothing  can  pofiibly  be  more  agreeable  to  this,  than  the  con- 
duel  obferved  by  the  prefent  minifler  towards  Ireland. 
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much,  however,  I  will  hazard,  that  mixing  the 
broad  claim  of  a  free  and  uflreftrained  trade,  and 
qualifying  it  with  the  advantage  derivable  from  a 
connection  with  Great-Britain,  it  will  not  be  too 
much  to  fay,  that  although  the  claim  is  with 
Ireland,  the  option  of  a  connexion  with  this  coun- 
try, and  a  participation  of  commercial  intereft,  is 
clearly  in  favor  of  Great-Britain. 

It  is  both  the  intereft,  and  inclination  of  Ireland, 
to  ftand  well  with  England,  and  oh  the  idea  of 
fuch  a  natural  and  political  Connexion ;  they  have 
been  rather  harfhly  and  impolitically  treated : 
before  the  Reftoration  they  enjoyed  every  commercial 
advantage  and  benefit  in  common  with  England. 

The  commerce,  import  and  export,  was  held  in 
common  by  both  kingdoms  till  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  Second:  even  the  act  of  navigation,  the  great 
foundation  of  our  plantation  laws,  put  England 
and  Ireland  upon  exact  terms  of  equality  ;  tiotf  was 
it  till  two  years  after  that  the  firft  commercial 
reftriction  was  laid  on  Ireland,  arid  that  not  di- 
rectly, but  by  a  fide  wind,  and  by  deductive  in- 
terpretation. When  the  act  nrfi  paffed,  there 
was  a  general  governing  claufe,  for  giving  bonds 
to  perform  the  conditions  of  the  act,  but  then  the 
act  wTas  amended,  in  the  fifteenth  of  Charles  the 
Second :  whence  a  conclufion  was  drawn,  that 
the  acts  of  the  two  preceding  Parliaments,  twelfth, 

C  thirteenth, 
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thirteenth,  and  fourteenth  of  Charles  the  Second, 
were  thereby  repealed,  though  it  was  as  clearly 
exprefTed  in  thefe  acts,  as  it  was  poffible  for  words 
to  convey,  that  (hips  built  in  Ireland,  navigated 
with  the  people  thereof,  were  deemed  Britifh,  and 
qualified  to  trade  to  and  from  the  Britilh  planta- 
tions ;  and  that  fhips  built  in  Ireland,  and  navi- 
gated with  his  Majelty's  fubjects  of  Ireland,  were 
entitled  to  the  fame  abatements  and  privileges,  to  which 
importers  and  exporters  of  goods  in  Britijh  built  fhips 
were  entitled  by  the  book  of  rates* 

Upon  an  average  of  the  fix  years,  from  1766  to 
1772,  the  export  to  Ireland  was  fomething  more 
than  two  millions ;  and  in  the  fucceeding  fix  years, 
ending  in  1778,  about  as  much  more,  one  half 
nearly  Britifh  manufacture  or  produce,  the  other 
half  certificated  articles,  of  which  this  country  was 
the  medium  of  conveyance ;  out  of  the  native  pro- 
duce, which  was  fomething  more  than  900,0001. 
per  annum,  on  the  average,  only  200,000  were 
woollens;  fo  that  in  this  light,  fuppofing  every 
thing  that  any  man  could  wilh  to  conclude  from 
the  fact,  I  mufl  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  whether  it 
would  be  found  policy  to  rifque  a  million  export  of 
native  produce,  for  a  woollen  export  of  200,000!. 

The  woollen  manufacture  muft,  indeed,  a  long 
time  continue  in  a  flate  of  infancy ;  and  though 
cloths  have  been  manufactured  fufficient  to  anfwer 

a  con- 
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Li  confiderable  part  of  the  home  confumption,  yet 
it  can  hardly  be  expected  that  Ireland  will  be  able 
to  rival  Great  Britain  at  the  foreign  markets,  when, 
after  the  expence  of  land  carriage,  freight,  infur- 
ance,  factorage,  &c.  fhe  is  able  to  underfell  Ire- 
land in  her  own  markets  on  the  very  fpot,  though 
aided  by  the  advantage  of  low  wages  and  taxes. 

Should  the  Irifhbe  permitted  to  enjoy  a  free  ex- 
port of  woollens,  I  mould  full  be  for  continuing 
the  bounties  paid  on  the  exportation  from  Eng- 
land of  certain  fpecies  of  fabrics  of  Irifh  Linens. 

The  fubjecl  demands  much  confideration,  and 
requires  much  modelling.  It  is  a  matter  of  infi- 
nite delicacy,  and  will  call  for  a  great  deal  of  de- 
tail and  enquiry,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be 
hurried  on. 

Though  under  different  legiflatures,  Great- 
Britain  and  Ireland  have  but  one  conjugal  intereft;  and 
are,  in  the  general  fenfe  of  the  phrafe,  but  one 
people.  Even  mould  fhe  (Ireland)  be  enabled 
to  rival  us  in  foreign  markets,  in  a  few  commodi- 
ties of  native  growth,  cheapnefs  of  labour,  and 
other  incidental  circumftances,  we  mould  not  for- 
get that  Ireland  forms  a  part  of  the  Britijh  Empire. 

Dec.  13,  17/9. 


C  z  Lord 
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Lord  NORTH. 

In  one  article  of  Importation,  viz.  that  of  fugar, 
Ireland  may  probably  ftill  choofe  to  take  them  cir- 
cuitoufly  through  England,  at  the  low  duties,  in 
preference  to  direBly  importing  them  at  the  high 
duties.  Jan.  24,  1780. 

Mr.   EDEN. 

Will  it  not  be  expedient  to  anticipate  the  wimes 
of  Ireland,  and  convince  her  of  our  fincere  inten- 
tions, to  give  her  every  fecurity  in  our  power  for 
the  permanency  of  her  conftitution,  and  of  that 
trade  which  fhe  is  fo  anxious  to  preferve  ?  * 

Jpril  jS,  1782. 

Mr.   FOX  f . 

The  difpofition  of  the  King's  minifters  towards 
Ireland,  I  believe,  is  fufficiently  underflood;  and 
that  difpofition,  which  they  have  expreffed,  when 

out 

*  On  the  zd  of  February,  1785,  the  following  Refolutions 
were  unanimoujly  agreed  to,  viz.  to  allow  the  exporting,  car- 
rying or  conveying  corn  out  of  this  realm  into  Ireland  ;  R>  ad^nit 
foreign  hops  there 5  and  to  repeal  the  acts  which  take  off  the 
<tf-><ivbacks  on  Briiifh  hops  j  and  for  the  Irilh  to  be  admitted  to 
the  "Turkey  Company,  &c.  No  oppoiition  was  given  to  thefe 
Refolubons,  nor  any  debate  had  thereon, 

t  At   t\h  time  one   of  hi*    Majefty's   principal    Secretaries 
»f  Stare, 
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out  of  office,  I  fincerely  believe  they  will  now  main- 
tain, and  will  take  the  fpeedieft  and  moft  likely 
means  of  giv  ing  compleat  fatisfaclion  to  the  people   of 
Ireland. 

I  truft  in  the  candor  of  the  Houfe,  for  the  con- 
fidence which  they  will  have  in  the  intentions  of  his 
Majefty's  Minifters  towards  Ireland;  and  that 
they  will  believe  that  they  mean  and  wifh  mofl 
ardently  to  bring  the  matter  forward  in  the  moft 
fpeedy  manner.  I  will  again  allure  them  that 
it  has  always  been  my  political  fentiment,  that 
it  is  unjuft  and  tyrannical  to  attempt  to  hold  a 
country  in  fubjeclion,  and  to  govern  againfl  the 
will  and  opinion  of  the  people.  It  has  always  been 
my  fentiments  with  regard  to  America,  as  well  as 
Ireland,  that  they  cannot,  much  lefs  ought  not  to 
be  governed  by  laws  which  they  rejecl  as  un^on- 
ftitutionai.  All  juft  Government  muft  confifl  in 
the  perfedl  confent,  good  will,  and  opinion  of  the 
people ;  it  is  the  belt  and  furefl  fyftem  of  Govern- 
ment where  harmony  prevails;  and  without  it, 
it  is  not  Government,  but  ufurpation. 

It  is  certainly  the  mofl  confident  with  true  po- 
licy, as  well  as  juftice,  to  bring  about  a  final  fet- 
tle men  t  of  the  difpute  between  Great-Britain  and 
Ireland;  to  ftate,  and  precifely  to  declare,  not 
for  a  moment,  but  for  ever,  what  is  the  relative 
fituation  of  the  two  countries  with  refpedt  to  each 

other ; 
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other ;  to  take  in  and  conclude  all  the  points  of 
difference,  and  to  eftablifh  fuch  a  fyftem  of  con- 
nexion, intimacy,  and  relation  between  them,  as 
mail  be  immediately,  and  permanently,  for  the  in- 
terefl  of  both.  To  be  fettled  for  ages,  and  not,  as 
has  been  the  conduct  of  late  minifters,  fear  up 
the  wound  for  a  moment,  without  compleating  the 
cure.  When  thofe  minifters  agreed  to  the  exten- 
fion  of  the  trade  with  Ireland,  they  fhould  have 
ultimately  fettled  the  claim,  and  fixed  the  fituation. 
They  failed  to  do  this  at  the  proper  time,  and  they 
ought  to  anfwer  for  it  to  their  country;  that 
meafures  however  will  be  ufed  for  ace  amplifying  this 
dejirahle  end,  I  may  fafely  affure  the  houfe.*  I  think 
that  deceit  is  always  pernicious,  and  I  wifh  to 
fpeak  with  as  much  opennefs,  and  information, 
as  the  nature  of  my  office  can  juftify. 

April*,  1782. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN. 

The  attack  made  by  the  Honourable  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Eden)  on  the  new  minifters,  is  fcandaloufly 

unfair,  as  I  am  convinced  that  they\  have  the  fair  eft 
intentions  towards  Ireland*  April*,  1782. 

Mr. 

*  What  but  this,  is  Mr.  Fox,  and  his   party,   neiv    oppoiing 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ? — 

f  Meaning,  no  doubt,  Lord  North,  Mr.  Fox,  &C. 
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Mr.   FOX. 

His  Majefly  is  mod  earneilly  defirous  of  fettling 
the   difcontents  and  jealoufies  that  fubfifl  in  the 
minds  of  his  fubjecls  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 
The  meafures  which  his  Majefly's  miniflers  con- 
ceive neceffary  to  be  taken  in  the  prefent  inflance, 
and  which  I  am  to  propofe  to  the  Houfe,  will  re- 
quire a  great  deal  of  moft  ferious  difcuj/lon.      The 
Houfe  will  perceive,  that  in  the  pretenfions  of  the 
Irifh,  expreffed  by  the  parliament  and  people,  that 
the  matter  contains  no  lefs  than  the  conflitution  of 
the  kingdom,  that  it  comprehends  not  only  the 
commercial  rights,  and  privileges  of  the  kingdom, 
but  alfo  the  legiflative  power  and  royalty.     The 
moll  important  objects  are  therefore  embraced,  and 
both  nations  are  moft  materially  concerned,  in  the 
difcuflion  and  fettlement  of  the  matter :  they  are 
topics,  upon  which  they  will  fee  his  Majefly  can- 
not decide,  without  the  affiftance  of  his  parliament ; 
nor  indeed  without  the  affiftance  and  concurrence   of 
both  parliaments.     To   come  to  the  bufinefs  there- 
fore with  property,  and  in  a  manner  that  will  give 
efTecl  to  their  proceedings,  they  muft  have  full  and 
authentic  information  ;   and  both  parliaments   muft 
take  time  in  their  deliberation*  April  4,  1782. 

Hon. 

*  Every  poffible  information  has  been  fought  after  by  the  prefent 
minifter,  and  time  given  for  the  fulleft  deliberation  on  the  fubjeft  of 
Irifb  affairs, 
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lion.   Colonel   FlTZPATRICK. 

I  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  accept  of  the 
office  of  the  fecretary  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  in  the  firm  perfuafion  and  confidence,  that 
his  Majeftys  prefent  minifters  f  are  fincef e  in  their 
profeflions;  and  that  they  are  earneftly  difpofed  to 
makefuch  conceffions  to  Ireland,  as  /hall  quiet  their 
jealoufies,  and  give  fatisfaclion  to  their  minds.  If  I 
had  not  had  this  opinion  of  the  King's  Minifters, 
no  circumftance  on  earth  fhotfld  have  induced  me 
to  take  a  fituation  which  at  any  time  I  would  not 
have  coveted,  and  which  onJyfuch  opinion  and  confi- 
dence would  make  me  endure.  It  is  the  wife  policy 
of  this  country,  to  make  thofe  concefnons,  as 
from  the  eftablifhment  of  a  firm  and  friendly  rela- 
tion, founded  upon  clear,  and  known  conftitution, 
the  moft  happy  confcquences  will  be  derived  to  loth 
countries*  April  9,  1782. 

Mr,    FOX. 

Ireland,  may  perhaps  think  of  frefh  grievances, 
and  rife  yearly  in  her  demands ;  it  is  fit  and  pro- 
per therefore,  that  fomething  fhould  be  now  done 
towards  eflablifhing  on  a  firrri  and  folid  bads,  the 
future  connexion  of  the  two  kingdoms  ;  but  that  is  to 
be  propofed  by   me  here  in   parliament ;  it  will 

be 

f  Lord  North,  Mr.  Fox,  &c. 
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be  the  duty  of  the  Crown  to  look  to  that ;  the  bu-> 
Jinefs  may  befirft  begun  by  his  Majeftys  fervants  in 
Ireland*',  and  if  afterwards  it  mall  be  neceiTary  to 
enter  into  a  treaty,  commifiioners  may  be  fent 
from  the  Britifh  parliament,  or  from  the  Crown, 
to  enter  upon  it,  and  to  bring  the  negociation  to  a 
happy  iflue,  by  giving  mutual  fatisfaclion  to  both 
countries,  and  eftablifhing  a  treaty,  which  fhall  be 
fan&ifled  by  the  mofl  folemn  forms  of  the  confix 
tution  of  both  countries. 

I  have  no  doubt,  but  that  in  afTeclion,  as  well 
as  in  inter  eft,  Ireland  and  Great  Britain  will  be  but 
one  people.  If  any  man  mould  entertain  any  gloomy 
ideas  on  the  fubjecl,  let  him  look  at  the  conclud- 
ing paragraph  of  the  Irifh  addreffes ;  where  he  will 
find,  that  the  Irifh  people  and  parliament  are  filled 
with  the  moft  earneft  defires  to  fupport  England,  to 
have  the  fame  enemy  and  the  fame  friend ;  in  a 
word,  to  ftand  or  fall  with  England.  Let  gentle- 
men look  forward  to  that  happy  period,  when 
Ireland  ftiall  experience  the  bleflings,  that  attend 
freedom  of  trade  and  conftitution  ;  when  by  the 
richnefs  and  fertility  of  her  foil,  the  induftry  of 
her  manufactures,  and  the  encreafe  of  her  popu- 
lation, fhe  fhall  become  a  powerful  country  ;  then 

D  may 

*  Surely  Mr.  Pitt  cannot  but  be  confidered  as  extremely  for- 
tunate, in  having  proceeded  in  a  manner^y?™^/)/  recommended  hy 
Mr.  FOX, 
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may  England  look  for  poiverful  affiftance  in  Jeamcn  t$ 
man  her  fleets,  and  fold iers  to  fight  her  battles. 

England  renouncing  all  right  to  legiflate  for 
Ireland,  the  latter  will  mofl  cordially  fupport  the 
former,  as  a  friend  whom  fhe  loves  ;  if  this  coun- 
try, on  the  one  hand,  is  to  aflume  the  power  of 
making  laws  for  Ireland,  me  will  only  make  an 
enemy  inflead  of  a  friend ;  for  where  there  is  a  com- 
munity of  inter  eft  *,  and  a  mutual  regard  for  thofe 
interefls,  there  the  party  whofe  interefts  are  facri- 
ficed  becomes  as  enemy. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  am  convinced  that  the  Irilh 
defire  nothing  more  ardently,  than  proper  grounds 
for  being  moft  cordially  united  to  England,  and  I  am 
fure  that  they  will  be  attached  to  this  country  even 
to  bigotry.  May  17,  1782. 

General  BURGOYNE. 

I  cannot  prevail  upon  myfelf  to  give  a  filent 
vote ;  the  great  revolution  that  has  been  affedled, 
with  fo  much  calmnefs  and  fteadinefs,  does  the 
higheft  honour  to  Ireland;  and  I  cannot  exprefs 
myfelf  better  in  praife  of  the  characters  who  have 
effected  it,  upon  the  greater!:  principles  of  freedom, 
than  in  the  words  of  the  Roman  author,  eos  qui  de 
nihilo  niji  libertate  cogitant,  dignos  effe  qui  Romani 

fiant. 

•  Such  a  one  as  thefrefwt  miniftcr  propofes  to  eftablifh. 
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fant.    Thofe  who  know  how  to  think  fo  juftly  of 
it,  deferves  to  be  free.  May  17,   1782. 

Lord  B  EU  CHAMP. 

It  is  not  the  mere  repeal  of  the  6  Geo.  1.  that 
will  fatisfy  Ireland,  becaufe  the  repeal  will  leave 
the  queflion  juft  as  it  was  before.      May  17,  1782. 

Mr.    BURKE. 

It  is  not  on  fuch  a  day  as  this,  when  there  is 
not  a  difference  of  opinion  *,  that  I  will  rife  to 
fight  the  battle  of  Ireland  ;  her  caufe  is  neareft  my 
hearty  and  nothing  gave  me  fo  much  fatisfadion, 
when  I  was  flrfl  honoured  with  a  feat  in  this  Houfe, 
as  it  might  be  in  my  power,  fome  way  or  other,  to 
be  of  fervice  to  the  country  that  gave  me  birch  *f ;  and 
I  have  always  faid  to  myfdf,  that  if  fuch  an  in- 
fignifieant  member  as  I  am,  can  ever  be  fo  fortu- 
nate as  to  render  an  effential  fervice  to  England, 
and  that  my  fovereign,  or  parliament,  were  going 
to  reward  me  for  it,  I  would  fay  to  them — dofome- 
thing  for  Ireland — do  fomething  for  my  country y  and  I 
am  over-rewarded — —I  am  a  friend  to  my  country, 

D  2  but 

*  Refpedting  the  repeal  of  the  6  of  Geo.  1 . 

+  There  iurely  then  can  be  but  little  doubt  of  the  minifter's 
having  Mr.  Burkes  fupport  in  carrying  his  commercial  regulations, 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  through  the  Houfe. 
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but  gentlemen  need  not  be  jealous  of  that ;  for  in 
being  the  friend  of  Ireland,  I  deem  myfelf  of  courfe 
the  friend  of  England — their  interefts  are  infepara- 
ble.  May  17,  1782,* 

Mr.   EDENf. 

It  was  wifdom  in  the  Irifh  Parliament  to  chufe 
an  undefined  expreffion  upon  a.  fubject  fo  com- 
plicated and  extenfive  in  all  its  connexions  and 
confequences ;  the  whole  confideration  is  now 
opened  to  both  kingdoms,  and  it  is  the  inter  eft  of 
both  to  come  to  an  early  kind  of  efficient  conclujion  £. 

It  is  a  political  truth,  that  happinefs  and  ftrength 
fhould  be  extended  through  the  conftituent  farts  of 
an  Empire,  as  far  as  wife  and  beneficial  laws  can 
operate  to  that  effect.  It  would  next  be  eafy  to 
fhew,  that  public  happinefs  and  ftrength  are  dif-> 
fufed  in  proportion  to  the  plenty  and  convenience 
with  which  not  only  the  natural  wants  of  a  people 

are 

*  Mr.  Fox  on  this  day  moved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
mittee (the  Houfe  being  then  in  a  committee)  that  the  interefts  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  are  infeparable,  and  that  their  connexion 
ought  to  be  founded  on  afolid  and  permanent  bafis9  to  which  the  com* 
mittee  agreed  without  a  debate. 

f  See  his  letter,  entitled,  A  Letter  on  the  Reprefentations  of 
Ireland,  refpecting  a  Free  Trade. 

%  Page  140. 
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are  fupplied,  but  fuch  adventitious  ones  as  are 
fuperinduced  by  univerfal  habit  and  induftry: 
when  this  end  is  not  attained  to  a  certain  degree, 
an  Empire  may  indeed  exifl,  and  may  encreafe  in 
numbers,  but  it  will  grow  like  an  unwieldy  body, 
liable  to  dangers  and  acute  humours*. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  fyftem  of  govern- 
ment adopted,  or  accepted  by  Ireland,  the  recent 
and  moft  interesting  facl:  is,  that  fhe  now  com- 
plains of  fome  diflrefles  which  (he  conceives  to 
refult  from  that  fyftem.  Thefe  diflrefTes  are  pof- 
fibly  no  more  than  have  refulted  from  temporary 
caufes  ; — from  the  late  rebellion  with  the  Colonies, 
or  from  the  calamities  incident  to  war  ;  but  we 
know  perfectly,  that  the  complaint  is  founded  in 
real  fufferings.  The  firft  inference  which  wouldi 
arife  from  this  facl:,  in  any  mind  reafoning  kindly 
towards  a  part  of  the  Empire,  and  difcreetly  in 
refpecl  of  the  whole,  is,  that  the  Irijh,  as  fellow 
fubjecls,  are  intitled  to  every  relief  compatible  with 
the  general  interefts  *f\ 

If  we  were  to  ftate  to  an  Irifh  gentleman,  the 
long  continued  poverty  and  idlenefs  which  have 
prevailed  over  fo  large  a  proportion  of  his  country- 
men, he  would  probably  anfwer 

"  All  this  may  be  true,  but  the  monopolizing 
f*  fpirit  of  our  filler  kingdom  is  the  caufe  of  it: 

"  that 
*  Page  142,  f  Page  14  v 
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that  fpirit  exercifing  itfelf  upon  Irelandpin  a 
very  early  flate  of  her  civilization,  nipped  her 
difpofition  to  induftry,  and,  inded,  made  it  im~ 
pofiible  for  her  to  become  induftrious.  In  the 
very  infancy  of  our  country,  and  whilfl  we 
were  contenting  ourfelves  with  the  exportations 
and  fale  of  our  cattle,  you  made  an  act  *  to 
prohibit  thofe  exportations.  We  next  gave  our 
attention  to  the  increafe  of  our  fneep,  in  order 
to  export  wool,  but  you  forthwith  *f  prohibited 
the  exportation  of  wool,  and  made  it  fubject  to 
forfeiture.  We  then  endeavoured  to  employ 
and  fupport  ourfelves  by  falting  provifions  for 
fale ;  but  you  immediately  J  refafed  them  ad- 
mittance into  England,  in  order  to  encreafe  the 
rents  of  your  lands,  though  you  thereby  en- 
creafed  the  wages  of  your  labourers.  We  next 
began  the  woollen  manufacture ;  but  it  was  no 
fooner  eflablifhed  than  deflroyed ;  for  you  pro- 
hibited §  the  exportation  of  manufactured  wool- 
lens to  any  other  place  than  England  and  Wales, 
and  this  prohibition  alone  is  reported  to  have 
forced  twenty  thoufand  manufacturers  out  of  the 
kingdom. 

"  The 

*  8  Eliz.  ch.  3,  f  13  and  14  Car.  II.  ch.    18. 

%  iS  Car.  II.  ch.  2.  §  io  and  1 1  Will.  Ill:  ch.  10. 
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il  The  Navigation  Adl  ||  had  unwittingly,  but 
kindly,  permitted  all  commodities  to  be  im- 
ported into  Ireland,  upon  the  fame  terms  as  in- 
to England :  but  by  an  adl  *  paffed  three  years 
afterwards,  the  exportation  of  any  goods  from 
Ireland  into  any  of  the  plantations  was  prohi- 
bited :  and  as  if  that  had  not  fufficiently  crippled 
the  benefits  given  by  the  Navigation  Adl,  we 
were  foon  f  afterwards  forbid  to  import  any  of 
the  enumerated  commodities  from  the  plantations 
"  into  Ireland.  This  reflridlion  too  was  much 
enforced  by  fubfequent  acts,  and  the  lift  of 
enumerated  goods  was  much  encreafed.  I  fay 
nothing  of  your  regulations  refpedling  glafs, 
hops,  fail-cloth,  &c.  J  and  other  inferior  barriers 
"  and  obflrudlions  to  our  commerce  :  we  fub filled 
"  under  all  this,  and  under  a  drain  alfo,  which 
"  has  gradually  encreafed  upon  us,  by  remittances 
"  to  our  own  abfentees,  Englifh  mortgages,  Go- 
"  vernment  annuitants,  and  other  extra-commer- 
cial purpofes,  to  the  amount  of  half  a  million 
flerling  annually.  And  though  we  retained  no 
trade  but  in  linen,  and  provifions,  the  latter  has 
"  been  under  a  three  years  prohibition,  during 
"  whch  period  we  loll  the  principal  market  for 
"  our  own  beef,  though  three-fourths  of  our  peo- 

"  pie 

i)  12  Car.  II.  ch.  10.  *  io  and  1 1  Will.  III.  ch.  10. 

t  22  Car.  II.  ch.  i8.  %  *5  Car,  II,  ch.  7, 
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pie  were  graziers.     Many  of  us,  indeed,  carried 
on  a  clandeftine  trade,  and  it  was  eflential  to 
our  fupport ;  but  that  too  has  been  lately  check- 
ed flrfl  by  the  revolt  of  the  colonies,  and  now 
by  the  war  with  France  and  Spain. 
"  Our  annual  remittances  and  debts  to  Great- 
<c  Britain  now  encreafe  with  our  diftreffes :  our 
"  fubferiptions  for  loans  have  been   lately  filled 
"  from  Great-Britain ;  our  eftates,  when  fold,  are 
"  purchafed  by  Englifhmen;    our   leafes,  when 
"  they  expire,  are  raifed  by  abfentees ;  the  drain 
"  is  become  greater  than  all  our  means  can  fup- 
ply ;  our  manufacturers  find  little  demand  for 
their  work;  the  farmers  fell  their  produce  with 
difficulty ;  our  land  rents,  indeed,  are  eftimated 
at  near  three  millions  flerling,  but  our  land- 
holders will  foon  be  obliged  to  reduce  them. 
We  allow  that  feveral  of  your  reftriclions  upon 
us,  have  lately  been  much  foftened,  or  modified, 
"  but  the  want  of  an  annual  profit  in  our  inter- 
courfe  with  Great-Britain  equal  to  our  remittan- 
ces frill  prevails,  and  is  every  hour  more  felt. 
By  the  unfortunate  fituation  of  the  colonies,  we 
have  loft  even  our  old   refuge  in  emigrations. 
After  having  for  many  years  taken  Britifh  ma- 
nufactures, to  the  annual  amount  of  two  millions 
flerling,  we  are  for  the  prefent  reduced  to  non- 

"  importation 
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X6  importation  agreements  *,  as  a  meafure,  not  of 
t(  expediency,  but  of  neceMity.  It  would  have 
u  fuited  the  generofity  of  our  feelings,  and  the 
"  afTeciion  which  we  bear  towards  you,  to  have 
"  made  our  reprefentations  in  better  and  more 
"  peaceable  times ;  but  you  fee  that  our  circum- 
"  fiances  are  urgent,  and  that  your  recent  indul- 
U.  gences  are  infuffcient.  We  defer  e,  therefore  a  free 
ff  trade,  etherwife  our  diftreffes  muft,  if  pojfeble, 
<l  encreafey  and  the  conveniency  of  our  ports  will  con- 
"  tinue  of  no  more  ufe  to  us,  than  a  beantiful  profpecl 
"  to  a  man  jhut  up  in  a  dungeonf." 

Great-Britain  lofes  whenever  Ireland  is  deprived  of 
any  reaf on  able  gain — and  with  refpecl  to  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  latter  for  the  weftern  navigation,  we 
know  that  it  is  the  intereft  of  a  dominion  to  carry 
on  her  commerce,  from  whatever  corner  fhe  can 
conduct  it  to  the  bed  advantage,  and  it  would  be 
thought  a  grofs  abfurdity  in  the  city  of  London, 
if  becaufe  Briftol  is  fo  fituated  as  to  have  an  ad- 

E  vantage 

*  It  ought  to  have  been  anfwered,   "  We  (the  Irijh)  fend 

"  more  than  that   to  England,  with    this   difference,  that    the 

"  whole  amount  of  ours,    is   the  produce,   or  manufacture   of 

"  Ireland the   true    fource    of   the    wealth   of  a  country ; 

<(  while   the  half  of  Englifh  exports  are  of  foreign  produce.— 

"  Non-importation  would  have  raffed  in  Ireland — we  take  more 

"  than    i,ooo,oool.  of  their  linens,   and  they  ta're  3,ooo,cool. 

"  of  our  woollens — the  two  ftaples." 

f  Page  146, 
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vantage  in  the  Irifh  trade,    the  former  jhould  defire 
to  have  the  port-  of  the  latter  fhut  up. 

In  all  thefe  reafonings,  the  commercial  and  po- 
litical interefts,  are  infeparably  blended.  W hen  the 
liberty  of  commerce  is  unequally  enjoyed,  one  part  of 
an  empire  may  be  in  danger  of  becoming  a  burden 
to  the  other.  An  increafe  of  fupport  in  and  of 
the  common  exertions,  might,  in  courfe  of  time, 
refult  to  Ireland  from  the  advancement  of  her 
trade,  and  from  the  produce  of  duties,  analogous 
to  thofe  of  Great-Britain. 

It  is  fometimes  found,  that  a  liberty  to  export 
manufactures,  increafes  the  produce  of  raw  mate- 
rials beyond  the  demand  of  the  particular  manu- 
faclure;  and  from  the  experience  of  the  linen 
trade,  it  might  be  doubted  whether  lefs  woollen 
yarn  would  be  exported  to  Great-Britain  by  Ire- 
land, if  the  export  of  manufactured  woollens  were 
lefs  reftrained;  in  which  cafe,  the  fmuggling  of 
raw  wool  to  the  Continent ,  of  Europe  might  be, 
checked  *. 

We  are  not,  however,  to  proceed  with  that 
fhort-fighied  wifdom,  which  may  enable  us  to  (hun 
the  mere  difficulty  of  a  day ;  nor  to  acl  upon  the 
fpur  of  a  moment  'f\ 

The  Irifh,  though  at  all  times,  fhe  has  had  full 
liberty  to  manufacture  goods  for  her  own  confu mp~ 

tion. 
Page  1 60.  t  Page  163, 
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tion,  the  confumers  have  hitherto  found  it  eafier  to 
purchafe  from  England  many  articles,  both  of  lux^ 
ury  and  convenience,  than  to  make  them  at  home. 
Amidft  the  difficulties  which  time,  and  the  fo(^ 
tering  attention  of  this  country,  alone  can  enable 
Ireland  to  overcome,  it  deferves  remark,  that  friG 
has  little  coal,  is  ill  provided  with  wood,  and  is 
nearly  without  inland  navigations.  In  fhort,  the" 
conftitution  and  eftablithment  of  a  ilouriihin^  em- 
pire,  imply  a  well  regulated  order  throughout  the 
nation,  a  fteady  and  effective  police,  habits  of  do- 
cility and  industry,  fkill  in  manufactures,  and  large 
capitals  in  trade  j  all  which  can  be  the  refult  only 
of  a  continued  and  gradual  progrefs,  aided  by  a 
combination  of  other  favouring  circumftances  *J 

Colonel    FITZPATRICKf. 

I  am  anxious  that  fatisfaclion  mould  be  given  to 
the  Irifh  nation,  and  that  thev  mould  learn  that 
this  country  is  well  difpofed  to  give  every  necejfary 
fatisfattion.  This  is  particularly  to  be  wifhed,  be*- 
caufe  pains  have  been  taken  to  fpread  ideas,  that 
what  has  been  done  is  not  fufficierit  for  the  fecurity 
of  Ireland,  and  furmifes   have   been  thrown  out 

E  2  againft 

*  Page  1 66. 
f  Colonel  Fitzpatnck  begged  leave  to  call  the  attention  of 
Government  to  the  eircumftance,  which  had  given  fome  blame 
to  the  people  of  Ireland,  the  decifion  of  an  Irijh  caufe  in   the  Court 
ef  King$  Bench  in  iwland* 
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againft  the  friends  of  order  and  reafon,  who  were 
convinced  of  the  reclitude  of  the  intentions  of  Britain, 

Dec.  19,  1782. 

Mr.    FOX. 

I  take  the  firfl  moment  to  declare,  that  the  in- 
tentions of  thofe  Minifters  who  fent  the  repeal  of 
the  Declaratory  Act,  were  thereby  to  make  a  complete, 
abfolute,  and  perpetual furrender  of  the  Britijh  legijla- 
ture  and  judicial  fupremacy  over  Ireland.  This  was 
the  intention  of  Government*  -,  and  it  is  clear  to  the 
conviction,  both  of  Minifters  and  of  the  Gentle- 
men of  Ireland,  who  interefted  themfelves  in  the 
bufinefs,  that  the  manner  in  which  this  is  done, 
is  the  befl  poflible  way,  and  the  leafl  liable  to  ex- 
ception. Dec.  19,  1782. 

Lord  BE  AU  CHAMP. 

I  have  always  underflood  it  to  be  the  privilege 
of  a  Member  of  Parliament,  that  when  he  has 
any  particular  bufinefs  in  the  Houfe,  it  was  not  to 
be  taken  out  of  his  hands  by  another  f .  This  is 
a  privilege  I  would  never  refign  ;  a  friend  to  both 

kingdoms, 

*  No  one  will  finely  difpute  Mr.  Fox's  authority. 

f  This  was  occafioned  by  Mr.  William  Grenville  giving  no- 
tice, that  he  Ihould  move  for  a  call  of  the  Houfe,  at  an  earlier 
day  than  the  22rd  of  January  (the  day  on  which  Lord  Beauchamp 
moved  the  Call)  when  a  motion  would  be  made  relative  to  Ireland. 
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kingdoms,  my  only  objefl  is  to  fecure  a  lafiing  har- 
mony betwen  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;  and  if 
I  mould  be  able  to  root  out  every  remains  of  jea- 
loufy,  my  great  object  will  be  accomplished,  and 
I  mall  fit  down  the  happieft  of  men  ! 

Mr.    EDEN. 

A  diffatisfaction  has  fomehow  fmce  arifen,  but  I 
ftill  continue  to  think,  that  it  ought  not  to  have 
arifen,  for  it  fhewed  beyond  a  poffible  doubt*, 
not  merely  the  good  faith,  but  the  induftrious  anxi- 
ety of  England,  to  gratify  Ireland  in  the  point  of 
free  legijlation. 

I  feel  myfelf  ever  difpofed  to  think,  and  to  fpeak 
of  Ireland  with  gratitude,  with  affection,  and  with 
refpect ;  but  I  do  not  think  her  at  this  hour  an  ob- 
ject of  fear  to  any  nation  under  the  Sun ;  fhe  neither 
has,  nor  will  have  her  due  importance  in  the  great 
fcale  of  the  globe,  till  Cac  can  be  induced  to  think 
herfelf  fecure  in  quitting  politics,  and  purfuing  com- 
merce  ;  it  is  my  objecl  and  wijh  to  forward  for  her  that 
happy  and  important  moment.  Jan.  zz,  1783. 

Mr.   FOX. 

By  the  actual  repeal  of  the  6  Geo.  I.  Great 
Britain  certainly,  and  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  re- 
linquished every  jhadow  ofjurifdiclion,  and  fupremacy . 

Jan.  zz,  1783. 

*  Mr.  Fox's  proposition  on  the  17th  of  May. 
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Mr.   EDEN, 

1  relied  on  a  treaty  being  opened  f  between  the 
Parliaments  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  for  the 
purpofes  of  arranging  not  only  the  points  already 
fpecified,  but  all  the  great  queftions  involved  in  the 
future  events  of  peace  and  war,  foreign  alliances, 
commercial  treaties,  limitation  of  armies,  building 
and  fupport  of  navies.  Proportionable  fupplies, 
with  the  whole  immenfe  detail  under  each  ofthofe  heads, 
I  mall  then,  and  not  till  then,  think  that  the  con- 
nection is  eftablifhed ;  and  when  trie  two  kingdoms 
have  thus  realized  and  fecured  one  confutation, 
one  commerce,  one  King,  one  friend,  one  enemy, 
and  one  fate,  it  will  become  impoilible  for  any  man, 
to  wijh  the  profperity  of  the  one  country  more  ardently , 
or  more  earnejlly,  than  the  profperity  of  the  other, 

Jan,  zz,  1783. 

t  When  I  voted  for  the  addrefs  of  the  17th  of  May  laft. 


HOUSE    of    LORDS. 


Earl  of  HILLSBOROUGH. 

1  WAS  called  by  my  Sovereign,  from  a  private 
fituation,  to  aflift  in  his  councils.  I  had  formed 
my  opinion,  as  an  object  of  leading  confequence, 
refpecling  the  ftate  of  Ireland.  I  imparted  my 
thoughts,  my  motives,  and  intended  conduct,  to 
thofe  with  whom  I  am  to  ad ;  and  upon  the  idea 
of  a  full  confirmation,* and  fupport  of  the  Crown  and 
its  fervants,  I  confented  to  come  into  office. 

I  wifh  not  to  be  underflood,  as  dictating  any 
meafures,  or  pledging  myfelf  for  the  refult ;  what 
I  mean  is  merely  this,  that  fuch  and  fuch  were  my 
opinions ;  that  they  were  approved  of,  and  that  I 
would  wait  with  anxious  fufpence,  and  chearfully 
abide  the  event,  and  in  common  with  the  reft  of 
his  Majefty's  fubjects,  fubmit  to  the  fenfe  of  Par- 
liament ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  as  fuggefted 
as  a  general  charge  againil  Government,  that  the 
conditions  on  which  I  came  into  place,  mould  be 

violated, 
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violated,  or  departed  from,  or  that  a  perfect  good 
faith  mould  not  be  preferved,  the  fame  motives 
which  induced  me  to  accept  of  the  feals,  a  view- 
to  ferve  my  country,  to  caufe  relief  to  be  given  to 
Ireland,  and  advance  the  intereft  and  profperity 
of  every  part  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  would  point 
out  to  me  the  propriety  of  retiring  again  into  a 
private  ftation  ;  when  the  end  for  which  I  left  it #, 
fhall  be  found  no  longer  attainable,  or  in  other 
words,  when  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  fecure  my 
country.  Nov.  25,  1779 f. 

Earl 

*  To  procure,  in  conjunction  with  the  reft  of  the  Miniflers  of 
the  Crown,  fuch  relief  for  Ireland,  a3  fhe  might  be  entitled  to  ex- 
pect from  Great  Britain. 

f  On  the  1  ith  May,  1 779,  the  late  Marquis  of  Rockingham  mov- 
ed an  immediate  confideration  of  the  diftreffed,  and  impoverished 
ftate  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  fuch  effectual  meafures  as 
fhould  promote  the  common  flrength,  wealth,  and  commerce  of  his 
Majcfly^s  fubjecls  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. — After  defcribing 
the  private  as  well  as  public  diftreffes  of  Ireland,  in  the  moft  feel- 
ing language,  the  noble  Marquis  proceeded  to  contraft  the  deferts 
of  the  Irilh  nation,  whofe  loyalty  kept  pace  with  the  extent  and 
magnitude  of  the  calamities  they  felt.  He  infianced,  in  particu- 
lar, their  friendly  and  affectionate  behaviour  fince  the  commence- 
ment of  the  American  war;  the  zeal  and  fidelity  of  that  king- 
dom, in  the  time  of  the  two  laft  Scotch  rebellions ;  the  uncom- 
mon efforts  (lie  made  during  die  late  war,  and  her  uniform  loyalty, 
and  attachment,  to  this  country,  in  every  trying  exigency,  when 
•engaged  in  a  foreign  war. 

He 
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He  faid,  he  hoped,  the  importance  of  the  fubjecl  would  ftrike 
every  noble  Lord  with  the  propriety,  nay,  the   abfolute  necelfity 
of  his   motion,  that  the  Houfe  would   treat  it   with  that  temper* 
coolnefs,  and  moderation  which  it  fo  apparently  merited,  and  attend 
to  it  as  a  matter,  in  which  every  man  in  the  nation  was  mod 
deeply  interefted.     He  trufted,  that  their  Lordfhips  would  not  be 
led  away  by  any  partial  ideas  or  narrow  difiindlions   of  local  benefit 
or  advantage*,  but  meet  it  fairly  as  a  queftion  of  State,  in  which 
both  kingdoms  had   an  equal  interefl.      He  would  be  extremely 
forry,  this,  or  that  town,  or  diftricl,  that  Manchefter,  or  Glafgow, 
or  any   other  place,  would  fupercede  or  render  of  non-effed  the  wif- 
dcm  of  their  Lordfhips''  deliberations.     He  wilhed  farther,  that  on 
the  prefent   occafion,    all  party   or   perfonal   confutations  would 
give  way  to  the  general  good  f,  and  that  as   they  all   meant  the 
fame  thing,  the  interefts  of  both  kingdoms,  their  Lordrhips'  would 
not  entertain  a  fecond  opinion  on  the  fubjeft.     It  was  a  great 
object,  and  fliould  neither  be  loft,  abandoned,  or  evaded ;  it  had 
for  fome  years  been  unfortunately  too  much  neglected,  but  mat- 
ters were  at  length   arrived    juft  at  that  critical    flafe,  which 
would  render  it  not  only  unwife  and  impolitic  to  lofe  a  moment, 
but  would  afford  an  inftance  of  obftinacy  and  want  of  feeling, 
*  it  tie  Jhort  of  political  infanity, 

*  The  noble  Marquis  appears  to  be  well  aware  of  the  partial  ideas, 
and  narrow  diflintlions,  cf  local  benefit ,  or  advantage,  tha-  would  probably 
be  Jlirrei  up  againfi  the  adjufting  fuch  a  commercial  intercourfe,  as  might 
bethought  for  the  reciprocal  benefit  of  both  countries;  and  no  doubt,  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  will  be  fufficiently  guarded  againfi  any  thing  of  the  kind, 
•n   the  prefent  occafion. 

\  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Mr.  Fox,  and  his  friends,  will  bear  in  mind  the 
falutary  advice  and  wholefome  admonition  of  the  noble  Marquis,  whofe 
virtues  they  fo  juftly  revered,  and  whofe  memory  they  hold  lb  dear,  and  not 
fuffer  the  real  interefl:  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland  to  give  way  to  party  or 
perfonal  confideratisns, 

F  Earl 
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Earl  ofHILSBOROUGH. 

Previous  to  my  acceptance  of  the  feals,  as  Secre*. 
tary  of  State,  I  defired  to  know  the  intention  of 
his  Majefty's  Minifters  (Lord  North,  &c.)  and  the 
opinion  of  his  Council,  relative  to  future  meafures, 
refpecling  Ireland;  and  received  every  affurance 
from  them,  that  Government  was  thoroughly  dif* 
pofed  to  co-operate  with  Parliament,  in  giving  to 
that  kingdom,  fuch  an  extenfion  of  trade  as  would  put 
her  on  a  footing  with  Great-Britain  on  the  fcale  of 
commerce*.  Dec.  i,  1779 %. 

*  As  the  memory  of  Lord  North,  and  his  friends,  are  fo  apt 
to  fail  them,  it  is  rather  a  lucky  circumftance  for  them,  that  it  can 
be  refrefhed  by  fo  refpectable  an  authority. 

%  The  late  Marquis  of  Rockingham  was  fo  very  fenfible  of 
the  neceiTity  there  was  for  doing  fomething  for  effectually  reliev- 
ing the  diftreffes  of  Ireland,  and  had  the  object  fo  much  at  heart, 
that  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate  on   the   nth  of  May,  1779* 
he  repeated  with  fome  warmth,  that  Ireland  had  been   cruelly 
and  injurioufly  treated,  and   that  it  would  prefent  a  mixture  of 
folly  and  ingratitude,  which  nothing  but  the  dulleft  obftinacy 
and  ignorance  could   explain,  if  we  refufe  to  lighten  tho[e  intole- 
rable burthens  which  the  re  (friction   of  our  trade  laws  laid   upon 
that  loyal 9  affeclionate,  and  enduring  people.     The  Duke  of  Beaufort, 
though  he  poffefTed  a  confiderable  property  in  Ireland,  faid  he 
{hould  chearfully  aflift  in  any  meafure,  for  giving  the  Irifh  that 
fpecies  of  relief  which  their  fkuation  demanded.  Lord  TovjnjJjend, 
in  exprellions  of  the  warmefl  affections  for  the  people  of  Ireland, 

pleaded 
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Earl    GOWER. 

I  had  the  good  fortune  to  unite  the  Houfe  laft 
Seffion,  upon  the  terms  of  the  Addrefs  to  the 
Throne  *.     I  was  in  hopes  that  fomething  effectual 

F  2  for 

pleaded  their  diftreffes  and  deferts  in  very  forcible  language  ;  and 
faid,  he  fhould  be  wanting  in  the  feelings  which  gratitude  ough* 
ever  to  infpire,  if  he  did  not  take  the  prefent  opportunity  of  tef- 
tifying  his  regard  for  them,  and  his  earneftnefs  to  procure  them 
every  degree  of  redrefs  and  indulgence,  which  their  melancholy 
fituation  demanded,  which  juftice  dictated,  and  generofity  and 
national  gratitude  rendered  a  pofitive  duty  on  the  part  of  a  great 
nation.     He  fhould,    in   point   of  union  and   national  ftrength, 
ever  conftder  England  and  Ireland  as  one  country,   and  the  people  of 
each  equally  bound  and  connected  by  the  fame  objeel,  the  profperity    of 
theivhole.     The  Duke  of  Richmond  alfo  in  a  very  able  fpeech,  en- 
deavoured to  fliow,  that  all  local  diftinction  were  the  creatures  of 
prejudice  and  felnmnefs.      He  faid,  that   Ireland   and  England 
<were  in  fad  the  fame  nation  and  people  ;  that  any  diib'nction  made 
in  favour  of  the  latter,  was  a  piece   of  injuftice   to  the  former. 
A  great,  loyal,  and  a  brave  people,  were  not  to  be  ruined,  beg- 
gared, or  oppreifed,  becaufe  Manchefter  thought   this,  or  this,  or 
that  country  were  alarmed.     All  thefe  petty   motives  mull  ceafe  to 
operate,  nor    be   permitted    to   influence    our  public    Councils, 
which  ought    never  to  Iofe   fight  of  juftice  and  found    policy. 
He  was  for  an  union ;  but  not   an   union  of  Legiflature,  but  an 
uniou  cf  hearts,   hands,   of  affetfions,    and  interefis. 

*  The  Addrefs  was  as  follows : — "  That  this  Houfe  take  into 
u  consideration  the  diftrefled  and  impoverished  date  of  the  kingdom 
M  of  Ireland,  and  being  of  opinion,  that  it  is   confonant  to  juftice 

*  aid 
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for  the  relief  of  Ireland  would  have  arifen  from 
the  unanimous  concurrence  of  their  Lordfiips  in  the 
amendment  I  then  had  the  honour  to  propofe-j*. 
If  however,  nothing  has  been  done,  for  the  relief 
of  that  country,  which  I  am  pretty  fure  is  the 
cafe,  I  affure  the  Houfe,  that  I  have  done  every 
thing  in  my  power  to  keep  my  word,  which  I  for- 
merly pledged  to  the  Houfe,  and  am  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge, 

**  and  true  policy  to  remove  the  caufes  of  difcontent  by  a  redrefs 
"  of  grievances,  and,  in  order  to  demonftrate  the  fenfe  which  the 
"  Houfe  entertains  of  the  merits  of  that  loyal  and  well  deferving 
l<  nation,  this  Houfe  doth  think  it  highly  expedient,  thatthis  im- 
€f  portant  bufinefs  fhould  be  no  longer  neglected,  and  that  an  hum- 
"  ble  Addrefs  beprefented  to  his  Majefty,  That  his  Majefty  would 
"  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  take  the  matter  into  his  mod  ferious 
(e  confederation,  and  direct  his  Minifter  to  prepare,  and  lay  before 
"  Parliament  fuch  particulars  relative  to  the  trade  and  manufac- 
t(  tures  of  Ireland,  as  may  enable  the  national  wifdom  to  purfue 
"  effectual  meafures  for  promoting  the  common  ftrength,  wealth, 
"  and  commerce,  of  his  Majefty's  fubjects  in  both  kingdoms.1" 

f  The  following  is  the  amended  addrefs  which  was  carried  nem, 
con.  "  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that 
*'  he  will  be  pleafed  to  take  into  his  gracious  confederation,  the 
**  diftrefled  and  impoverished  ftate  of  the  loyal  and  well- deferving 
"  people  of  Ireland,  and  to  direct  an  account  to  be  laid  before 
"  Parliament  of  fuch  particulars  relative  to  the  trade  and  manu- 
*'  facturcs  of  Ireland,  as  may  enable  the  national  wifdom  to  pur- 
"  fue  methods  for  promoting  the  common  ftrength,  wealth,  and 
**  commerce,  of  his  Majefty's  fubjects  in  both  kingdoms." 
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knowledge,  but  I  muft  add,  in  my  own  j unificati- 
on, that  my  efforts  have  proved  totally  unfruitful. 

May  ii,   1779*. 

Earl   of    CARLISLE. 

I  rife  to  exprefs  my  entire  approbation  of  the 
motion  *f ,  and  to  bear  my  teftimony  to  the  zeal 

*  His  Lordfliip  added,  that  he  had,  for  fome  years,  prefided  at 
the  Council  Table,  and  had  feen  fuch  things  pafs  there,  that  no 
man  of  honour  and  confcience,  could  any  longer  fit  there.  The 
fituation  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  required  fincerity  and  acli- 
<vity  of  Council.  There  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  caufe  of  the  noble  Earl*s 
difguft. — The  minifters  (Lord  North,  &c.)  had  certainly  pledged 
themfelves  to  do  fomething  effe 'dual  for  the  Relief  of  Ireland,  and 
none  was  given. 

t  "  Firft,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe,  that  the  Act  of 
<(  6th  Geo.  I.  intitled,  an  Act  for  the  better  fecuring  the  depen- 
dency of  Ireland  upon  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  ought  to 
be  repealed.  Second,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe, 
That  it  is  indifpenfible  to  the  intereft  and  happinefs  of  both 
f  countries,  that  the  connection  between  them  mould  be  eftabluh- 
"  ed  by  mutual  confent,  upon  a  folid  and  permanent  footing,  and 
"  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  his 
"  Majefty  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed,  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  his 
"  Majefty  in  his  royal  wifdom  (hall  think  moft  conducive  to  that 
"  important  end."  Both  motions  were  agreed  to  without  a  divi- 
sion. Both  the  Refolutions  were  moved  by  the  Earl  of  Shelburne, 
and  fupported  by  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  Lord  Camden,  Duke  of 
Leinfter,  Duke  of  Chandos,  and  Duke  of  Richmond. 

and 
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and  loyalty  of  the  Iridi,  particularly  of  the  ho* 
nourable  conduct  of  the  Volunteers>  and  the  libe- 
ral offers  made  of  their  fervice,  when  Ireland  was 
threatened  with  an  attack.  Had  I  been  more  per- 
fuaded  than  I  am,  that  Ireland  had  ever  relinquifh- 
ed  its  right  of  free  legiflation,  which  I  know  they 
neither  have  nor  can  give  up,  I  fhould  fiill  have 
thought  it  wife  to  accede  to  their  claim ;  becaufe 
I  know,  that  from  the  gratitude  and  affection  of 
the  country,  and  the  wifdom  of  Parliament,  much 
more  advantage  would  arife  to  Great  Britain,  than 
by  maintaining  any  offenfive  and  ill-founded  pre- 
tenfions  to  a  controul  over  them. 

May  17,  1782. 

Earl   of  HILSBOROUGH. 

I  hope,  and  believe,  minifters  are  fincere  in 
their  good  intentions  towards  Ireland.  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  they  have  no  other  object  with  regard  to 
this  country,  and  to  that,  but  to  promote  the  in- 
terest of  both  ;  but  perfons  at  a  diflance,  who  are 
not  fo  well  convinced  of  their  good  intention  towards 
Ireland*^    may  conflrue   every    little    delay   into 

matter 

*  It  is  now  three  years  fince  the  noble  Lord  was  promifed  by 
Lord  North,  &c.  that  relief  fhould  be  given  to  Ireland,  and  though 
none  has  ever  been  rendered,  yet  the  noble  Lord  has  ftill  fo  much 
faith  in  their  alTurances,  as  to  believe  them  fincere  in  their  intentions 

towards 
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matter  of  fufpicion  and  alarm;  and,  therefore,  I 
conceive,  /  left  /how  my/elf  the  friend  of  Govern- 
ment, by  cautioning  them  of  their  danger, 

June  3,  1783. 

Duke  of   PORTLAND. 

/  always  have  been,  and  always  jhall  be  ready,  to 
do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  cement  the  con- 
nexion between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  on 
terms  of  mutual  afFedion  and  mutual  interefl. 

April  z^  1783^ 

towards  Ireland,  nay,  for  his  Lordfbip's  part,  be  is  perfuaded  of  it, 
whatever  perfons  may  think,  who  are  at  a  diftance,  and  may  con- 
ftrue  every  little  delay  into  matter  of  fufpicion  and  alarm, — What 
will  the  noble  Lord  think  then,  fhould  this  fame  Lord  North  be 
found  to  oppofe  the  commercial  intercourfe  now  eftablifhing  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ? 

t  On  the  fecond  reading  of  the  Irifh  Judicature  Bill, 
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THE 

COMMERCIAL    RESOLUTIONS 

O  F    T  H  E 

IRISH   PARLIAMENT, 

IN  THEIR  PRESENT  SESSION, 
VINDICATED. 


AbftraR  of  a  Letter  from  a  Member  of  the  Britifi  Houfe  of 
Commons,  written  foon  after  the  late  General  Elefiion,  to 
a  Member  of  the  Irifh  Houfe. 


S  i  R,  May,  1784, 

VV  HEN  Ireland  was  dependent  on  Great  Britain,  it  was 
wifhed  by  feveral  friends  of  both  Countries  to  render  dependence 
beneficial  to  her.  Two  bills  were  therefore  brought  into  the  Bri- 
tifh  Parliament,  one  allowing  to  Ireland  freedom  of  Exportation 
to  our  Colonies  and  Settlements,  the  other  a  like  Freedom  of  Im- 
portation from  thence,  both  denied  to  all  Foreign  Independent 
countries. 

G  Thefe 
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Thefe  were  meant  as  experiments,  upon  a  narrow  fcale,  which, 
if  found  advantageous  to  Ireland  without  prejudicing  Britain, 
might  and  ought  to  be  extended  further  ;  were  it  for  no  other 
purpofe  than  to  preferve  Irifh  dependence  by  the  furefl  and  only 
juftifiable  means. 

The  firft  Bill  palled,  but  abfurdly  mutilated;  and  the  little 
that  remained  of  it  was  rendered  ufelefs  by  a  ftill  more  abfurdfup- 
preffion  of  the  fecond  Bill,  as  an  export-trade  cannot  fubfift  where 
imports  are  prohibited. 

When  Ireland  became  independent,  with  an  unreftrained  free- 
dom of  trade  to  all  countries  except  Great  Britain,  I  wifhed  her 
friendfhip  fhould  be  preferved  by  opening  the  Ports  of  Great  Bri- 
tain upon  the  fame  terms  that  open  thofe  of  Ireland  to  Her,  con- 
vinced as  I  then  was  and  ftill  am  that  the  comparative  magnitude 
of  Britifh  Capitals,  lownefs  of  intereft  and  fuperiority  of  (kill, 
with  all  their  neceflary  confequences,  would,  under  an  equality 
of  duties,  fecure  a  continuance  cf  the  fame  advantages  to  Great 
Britain  which  Ihe  before  invidioufly  pofTeifed  under  an  inequality 
which  operated  as  a  total  Prohibition  on  her  fide  of  almoft  all  ma- 
nufactures except  Linen,  while  fhe  was  treated  in  Ireland  lite- 
rally, as  the  moft  favoured  Nation  in  the  fcale  of  duties. 

I  am  aware  of  the  objection,  that  when  Ireland  becomes  rich, 
thofe  advantages  will  leilen  with  her  increafe  and  at  length  totally 
ceafe.  But  wealth,  earned  and  employed  in  trade,  will  ever  in  a 
progreflive  flate  maintain  at  leaft  the  fuperiority  it  had  gained  : 
improvements  of  old  manufactures  and  difcoveries  of  new  will 
more  frequently  appear,  as  they  now  do  at  Manchefter,  Birmingham, 
&c.  &c.  and  Dublin  growing  richer  in  her  progreflive  ftate,  but 
advancing  by  flower  paces,  will  become  a  better  cuftomer  than 
poor  Dublin  ever  was. 

But,  be  this  as  it  may,  independent  Ireland  will  never  be  fatif- 
fied  under  the  prefent  inequality  of  duties.  It  is  a  badge  of  flavery 
which  (lie  never  will  patiently  bear,  and  the  Britifh  Parliament 
alone,  has  the  means  of  removing  it,  by  lowering  the  duties  there 
to  the  Irifh  ftandard.  The  attempt  now  meditating  in  Ireland  to 
incieafe  them  there  in  the  article  of  woollens,  fupported  by  the 
moft  falfe  affertions  and  moft  abfurd  arguments,  would,  if  it  could 
fucceed,  certainly  be  fatal  to  Ireland,  as  it  would  foon  be  reta- 
liated by  England  on  linens  and  other  articles,  while  multiplied 
reftraints  would  at  length  end  in  a  total  prohibition  of  trade  in 
both  countries,  fuch  as  is  only  known  in  a  flate  of  war;  yet 
England  even  now  is  the  beft  cuftomer  Ireland   has,  giving  a 

longer 
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]onger  credit  than  any  other  country  can  for  what  (he  fends,  and 
pacing  quicker  remittances  for  what  fhe  receives  :  Two  returns 
in  a  year  upon  the  fame  capital,  which  double  its  profits,  make 
one  thoufand  pounds  virtually  as  much  as  two,  where  returns  are 
made  but  once  in  the  fame  fpace  of  time. 

You  have  here  the  thoughts  of  an  old  infirm  man,  who  has 
bid  farewell  to  all  politics,  linglilh  and  Irifh  :  and  who,  though 
elected  into  this  Parliament,  is  determined  to  vacare  his  feat  5 
yet,  if  you  think  as  I  do  upon  this  fubjeft,  and  believe  thai  the 
expedient  will  fatisfy  Ireland,  I  will  defer  the  execution  of  my 
unalterable  purpofe,  until  1  (hall  have  had  an  early  opportunity  of 
throwing  myfelf  and  my  opinions  upon  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
as  I  have  often  done  without  hazard  to  the  popularity  of  Mini- 
fters,  with  whom  I  was  connected,  if  my  opinion  were  not  re- 
limed  ;  and  willing  to  give  them  all  the  merit  if  they  were  ap- 
proved. In  this  fpirit  I  now  write  to  you  and  have  the  honour 
to  be,  &c.  &c. 


PURPORT    OF    THE    ANSWER 

RECEIVED    TO    THE; 

ABOVE      LETTER. 


a 


xNOTHING  but  protecting  duties,  heavier  upon  Merchan- 
"  dife  imported  from  Great  Britain  than  upon  Irilh  Merchandife 
"  imported  there,  will  fettisfy  Ireland." 


W  HILE  a  fyftem  of  duties  feemed  to  be  thus  infifted  upon 
by  Ireland,  not  equalized  by  the  value  of  iimilar  aaticles  in  com- 
merce, as  is  the  univerlal  rule  of  Tariffs  between  ail  Independent 
States :  while  in  that  fvftem  allowances  were  claimed  for  the  infe- 

G  z  rior 
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rior  abilities  of  Ireland  to  fupply  Great  Britain  to  purchafe  from 
her  the  fame  articles  at  the  fame  rates,  impoflible  to  be  propor- 
tioned fo  as  to  form  a  fair  ftandard  of  Trade  j  and  while  thefe 
arbitrary  conditions  were  to  be  impofe'd  by  threats  and  violence 
proceeding  to  avert  acts  of  cruel  Barbarifm,  no  friend  of  both 
countries  would  infult  Great  Britain  by  offering  propofitions  to 
her  Parliament,  which  if  accepted  there,  would  be  reprobated  and 
fpurned  by  the  Irifh  Parliament,  the  whole  Nation  applauding 
their  conduct. 

Thus  circumftanced  I  retire  in  defpajr,  and  if  the  Minifters  of 
Great  Britain  had  then  introduced  any  accommodating  proporti- 
ons here,  in  the  firft  infrance,  they,  inftead  cf  afferting  the  dignity 
of  their  country  by  infifiing  upon  that  precedence,  would  have 
tarnifhed  and  debafed  it :  Thoie  who  are  in  the  wrong  mould  firft 
make  conceffions  ;  or  if,  as  happily  was  the  fact  in  Ireland,  fac- 
tion, ignorance  and  frenzy,  did  not  fpeak  the  fentiments  of  the 
people,  it  behoved  the  honour  and  fidelity  of  their  reprefentatives 
to  declare  the  difference,  by  offering  a  plan  to  the  fifter  Kingdom 
fupported,  and  only  fupported  by  Equality,  Juftice  and  mutual 
Intereft. 

But  if,  having  thus  acted,  the  Britifn  Parliament  fhould  again 
be  influenced,  as  it  was  in  the  two  Bills  already  mentioned,  by 
the  miftaken  intereft  of  narrow-minded  men  againft  one  common 
univerfal  intereft  the  Irifh  Parliament,  though  without  a  profpect 
of  Ireland  ever  becoming  the  Emporium  of  trade,  as  was  hyper- 
bolically  exprefled  in  a  late  debate,  would  be  the  unrivalPd  pof- 
feffor  of  firmnefs,  liberality,  reafon  and  juftice. 

Films  argentum  ejl  aitro,  <virtutibu$  aurum. 

That  an  oppofition  here  to  the  Refolutions  of  the  Irifh  Parlia- 
ment proceeds  from  falfe  conceptions,  we  (hall  now  endeavour  to 
prove  by  ftating  thofe  objections  which  have  reached  our  know- 
ledge ;   and  giving  the  aufwers  which  have  occurred  to  us. 

Objection  I.  If  Ireland  be  permitted  to  export  Sugars  to 
Great  Britain,  (lie  will  fmuggle  in  for  that  purpofe  Foreign  Sugars 
purchafed  at  a  lower  price ;  and  by  thefe  means  underiel  Brir.ifh 
Sugars  at  their  own  home  market. 

Answer.  The  Revenue  of  Ireland  would  then  fuffer  doubly, 
Firft,  by  being  defrauded  of  the  duty  payable  upon  imported 
Muicavado  Sugars,  and  again  by  paying  upon  their  exportation 

a  draw- 
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a  drawback  of  duties  never  received,  or  a  premium  when  refined, 
more  than  an  equivalent  for  thofe  duties.  The  Parliament  and 
Government  of  Ireland  will  therefore  be  moil:  importantly  intefeft- 
ed  in  preventing  that  practice. 

Secondly,  The  Irifh  confumption  of  Sugars  is  confiderable, 
and  is  chicfiv,  if  not  intirely,  of  Sugars  broughc  from  Great  Bri- 
tain. Why  'then  is  not  that  confumption  now  entirely  fupplied 
with  fmusgle.d  Sugars  ?  thefe  would  rind  a  demand  to  a  confider- 
able amount,  although  the  Britifh  Ports  were,  as  they  ftill  are, 
Unit  to  Irifh  exportation. 

Objection  II.  French,  Dutch,  Danifh,  &c.  Sugars,  will 
he  entered  as  our  Plantation  Sugars,  and,  though  they  pay  the 
lame  duties,  they  will  be  bought  cheaper,  and  fo  circumitanced 
will  be  exported  to  Britain  entitled  to  a  drawback  there  of  the 
duties  paid,  or  to  a  premium,  as  the  cafe  fliall  happen  upon  re-ex- 
portation. 

Answer.  The  Irilh  Revenue  will  be  no  gainer  by  this  traf- 
fic, and  therefore  the  Government  will  have  no  inteiefl  in  conniv- 
ing at  it.  Nor  is  the  difference  of  price  fuch  as  to  tempt  the  frau- 
dulent Merchant  to  encounter  the  rifk  of  being  difcovered. 

Object  ion  III.  Irifh  Merchants  would  be  the  fole  importers 
of  Sugars  into  Ireland  directly  from  the  Britjfh  Plantations. 

Answer.  This  objection  is  the  reverfe  of  the  foregoing,  but 
the  feccnd  anfwer  is  applicable  to  it  :  The  Irifh  are  at  liberty  now 
to  import  Sugars  directly,  to  the  full  amount  of  Irifh  confumption, 
yet  fmall  have  been  the  quantities  fo  imported,  fince  the  freedom 
of  a  direct  importation  has  been  allowed  to  Ireland. 

Objection  IV.  Britifh  Merchants  will  tranfport  themfelves 
and  their  capitals  into  Ireland. 

Answer.  Why  is  not  this  fuppofition  verified  by  fome  in- 
ftances  now  to  be  produced  ?  They  certainly  will  not  fend  their 
capitals,  and  flay  themfelves  behind,  trufting  to  the  management 
cf  others.  But  inconvenient  and  difagreeable  as  this  removal 
would  be  to  themfelves  and  their  families,  they  would  rind  it  more 
difficult  to  procure  fugar-bakers  to  remove,  and  perfuade  all  the 
Subordinate  manufactures  to  accompany  them.  Yet  mould  this  be 
effected,  they  cannot  tranfport  their  fugar-houfos,  nor  the  mate- 
rials of  which  they  are  built.  They  mull  be  fold  here  at  the  price 
ofrubbifhj   for  the  buildings  cannot  be  converted  to  new  ufes  ; 

and 
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and  the  fame  is  true  of  the  utenfils.  All  thefe  raufl  again  be  pro- 
vided in  Ireland,  when  the  adventurers  arrive  there,  where  it 
will  be  found,  that  coals,  and  many  other  articles  neceiTary  to 
the  refining  of  Sugars,  are  dearer  than  in  England. 

But  thefe  are  far  from  being  all  the  difadvantages  to  be  encoun- 
tered in  Ireland  :  a  credit  of  three  years,  ufually  given  to  the 
planter  by  the  merchant  his  creditor,  mull  ftill  be  continued, 
while  the  fugar-baker  and  refiner  will  require  from  the  merchant 
a  longer  refpite  of  payment  than  is  allowed  in  England,  where 
the  mop-keeper,  their  cuftomer,  is  fooner  and  more  punctually 
paid  by  the  cuftomer.  Quick  returns  of  fmall  profits,  the  life  of 
trade,  are  only  to  be  found  in  wealthy  countries  ;  and  men  fo 
enriched,  will  hardly  emigrate  into  poor  countries,  to  meet  with, 
delay  and  difappointments,  not  to  be  compensated  by  cheapnefs 
of  manual  labour,  or  commodioufnefs  of  fituation. 

But  though  mere  manual  labour,  fuch  as  is  employed  in  delv- 
ing and  ditching,  which  require  no  Ikill,  may  be  hired  cheaper 
from  a  wretch  in  poverty  and  rags,  it  is  much  dearer  and  lefs 
valuable  in  every  work  of  art,  Ihortened  in  numberiefs  inilances 
by  engines  enabling  one  man  to  do  more  than  many.  A  few  years 
fince,  there  was  not  a  fingle  crane  on  the  Quay  of  Cork. 

The  hiftory  of  commerce  rarely  produces  an  inftance  of  a 
wealthy  trader  going  into  a  poor  country  to  increafe  his  wealth  : 
but  if  cheapnefs  of  manual  labour  neceffarily  invited  large  capi- 
tals, no  poor  country  would  long  continue  poor ;  nor  indeed  any 
rich  country  long  continue  rich,  mutually  changing  and  re-chang- 
ing conditions,  as  the  price  of  fuch  labour  iunk  or  rofe.  But 
though  poverty  emigrates,  or  ftarves,  wealth  remains  fixt  to  that 
foil  where  it  grew  ;   and  flourishes  in  proportion  as  it  fpreads  its 

roots  deeper  and  wider  there. -Tranfplant  an  oak  and  it  pe- 

rifhes  *. 

What  has  been  faid  of  cheap  labour,  is  equally  true  of  com- 
modious ficuation.  1  he  richeft  mercantile  towns  in  England 
iuve  the  worft.  harbours  :  iViilford  fcarcely  contains  a  veffel  in  its 
excellent  haven,  except  pafling  to  or  from  fome  other  port,  while 


*  England  underfills  Ireland  at  her  own  Markets  with  Cloth  made  of  Jrify 
Woollen  Yarn,  tor  which  a  duty  is  paid  in  Ireland  upon  exportation;  and 
the  difference  of  price  is  greater  m  propoition  to  ihe  founds  or  the  Fabrick, 

the 
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the  dry  mud  of  Briftol  is  crouded  with  (hips  detained  there  by 
many  contrary  winds,  and  expo  fed  to  fire  from  the  houfes  but  a 
few  yards  diftant,  after  having  made  their  way  through  a  moft 
perilous  channel  to  the  merchants 's  warehoufes.  Were  thole 
merchants  afked,  why  they  do  not  remove  to  Milfcrd  Haven  ? 
and  were  the  fame  queftion  propofed  to  fugar-bakers,  glafs-men, 
copper  manufacturers,  &c.  &c.  &c.  their  anfwer  would  be,  a 
lmile  of  contempt.  Yet  predictions  much  more  impoflible  of 
emigrations  to  Dublin,  Cork,  Waterford,  and  Limerick,  are 
gravely  made,  and  anxioufly  lifiened  to. 

But  if  all  we  have  faid  were  falfe,  and  Cork  were  to  rival 
Briftol,  while  London  would  be  rivalled  by  Dublin  in  Weft  Indian 
imports,  though  the  Britiih  merchant  would  then  have  a  juft 
caufe  for  forrow  and  oppofition,  the  Weft  India  planters  Ihould 
rejoice  in  a  view  of  two  markets  inftead  of  being  confined  to 
one. 

This  leads  us  to  another  objection. 

Objection  V.  The  Planter  indebted  to  his  factor  in  Bri- 
tain, as  moft  Planters  confeifedly  are,  would  change  hands  and 
defraud  his  creditor  by   confignments  into  Ireland. 

Answer.  This  expedient  though  troublefome  and  expenfive 
to  the  Creditor,  would  not  leave  him  without  a  remedy,  as  the 
Planter's  property  in  the  WTeft  Indies  would  be  fubject  to  his  de- 
mand. It  is  reported  that  one  or  two  attempts  of  this  nature  were 
made  in  England,  but  defeated. 

Nor  has  it,  I  believe,  been  heard  that  fuch  bafe  policy  was, 
in  any  inftance,  practifed  in  fupplying  the  confumption  of  Ireland 
ever  fince  a  direct  importation  has  been  allowed  there. 

The  planters  therefore  need  not  be  folicitous  to  refute  fo  un- 
deferved  a  calumny,  by  uniting  with  the  Britiih  Merchants.  Nor 
is  fuch  folicitude  the  real  caufe  of  an  union  clearly  accounted  for 
without  admitting  an  infamous  imputation  upon  any  number  of 
worthy,  but  generous  men  :  moft  Planters  are  indebted  to  their 
Factors,  and  by  confequence  are  under  their  power  and  influ- 
ence. 

There  are  however  many  planters  in  opulent  circumftances, 
free  from  all  reftraint,  who,  though  the  advertifing  merchants 
would  blend  them  in  one  general  defcription,  will,  no  doubt, 
feparate  and  diftinguifh  themfelves  from  their  enthralled  bre- 
thren. 

But- 
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But,  if  what  we  have  advanced  upon  this  fubjeft  be  well 
founded,  the  merchant  requires  no  facrifice  from  the  planers  of 
their  intereft  to  his ;  his  fears  are  as  vain  as  thofe  of  a  North 
Bntifh  member  of  Parliament  were,  when  he  foretold  in  a  fpeech 
againft  the  importation  of  Irifli  live  cattle  into  Britain,  that,  if 
it  was  permitted,  an  Ox  would  be  as  rare  an  animal  in  our  fields 
as  a  Lion. 

Objection  VI.  When  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  fhal I  be 
always  open  to  the  importation  of  grain  and  flour  from  Ireland, 
let  the  price  be  ever  fo  low  j  immenfe  quantities  will  be  poured 
in  from  thence,  detrimental  to  the  Britifh  landlord  and  tenant. 

Answer.  The  dry  climate  of  South  Britain  is  univerfally 
more  favourable  to  harvefts,  than  that  of  rainy  Ireland,  and  the 
fame  is  true  of  mod  parts  of  North  Britain.  Potatoes  are  there- 
fore the  general  food  of  Ireland.  Yet  a  great  proportion  of  the 
comparatively  fmall  quantity  of  grain  and  flour,  confumed  there, 
was  iupplied  by  England,  until  a  bounty  was  granted  in  Ireland 
upon  exportation  j  and  we  believe  that  the  balance,  though  not 
fo  great,  is  ftill  in  favour  of  England. 

Should  there  be,  in  an  unufual  change  of  feafons,  a  fcarcity 
here  when  there  is  an  abundance  in  Ireland,  a  fupply  from  thence 
will  be  more  to  our  advantage,  than  from  any  other  country, 
and  Irifh  cheapnefs  will  then  be  a  common  blelling  to  the  filler 
kingdoms. 

But  fhould  there  be  a  fuperfluity  in  both,  Britain  will  preferably 
confume  her  own  grain  and  flour  free  from  freight  and  hazard, 
which  fhe  muft  pay  for  ;  nor  will  Ireland  fend  her  produce  to  an 
over-ftocked  market,  while  the  World  is  open  to  her. 

It  is  true  that  Scotland,  in  particular,  is  fupplied  with  Irifh 
oats  and  meal,  in  great  quantities  for  her  own  confumption.  But 
it  is  alfo  true  that  Scotch  Merchants,  and  others  in  parts  of  South 
Britain,  purchafe  more  than  is  wanted  for  that  purpofe,  imme- 
diately after  harveft,  when  the  miferable  Irifh  tenant  is  obliged 
to  threfh  out  his  corn,  for  payment  of  rent  in  November  to  a 
diftreffed  and  relentlefs  landlord.  From  hence  it  often  happens 
that  Irifh  corn  is  exported  at  a  much  lower  price,  fometimes 
fcarcely  exceeding  one  half  of  what  it  afterwards  bears,  when 
brought  back  to  drained  and  ftarving  Ireland. 

But  admitting  that  North  Britain,  chiefly  concerned  in  this 
cueflion,    fhould   fometimes  fo   abound  with    oats   of  her   own 

growth, 
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growth,  as  to  render  a  prohibition  of  importation  advantageous, 
which  feldom  happens  even  for  a  (hort  time,  fhe  will  at  all  other 
times  be  a  gainer,  by  cheapnefs  in  Ireland. 

Having  vindicated,  we  hope,  fufficiently  the  Refolutions  of 
the  Irifb  Parliament,  we  (hall  now  take  notice  of  an  objection 
made  by  fome  of  its  members  to  the  \oth  Article ,  charged  with 
granting  a  tribute  annually  payable  to  Britain,  as  if  a  finall  con- 
tribution to  the  fupport  of  a  Maritime .  Force,  neceffary  to  the 
common  protection  of  both  countries,  delerved  a  degrading  ap- 
pellation; more  efpecially  as  the  application  cf  that  fupply  to 
any  fpecifick  naval  fervice,  is  to  be  folely  directed  by  the  Irim 
Parliament,  although  it  is  to  arife  out  of  an  hereditary  revenue, 
fettled  more  than  a  century  paft  by  an  Irifii  Parliament  upon  the 
King  of  England  and  Ireland. 

The  eventual  fupply,  for  fuch  it  only  is,  now  to  be  granted, 
will  depend  for  its  exiftence  and  quantity  upon  an  increafe  of 
Irifh  trade,  neceiTarily  requiring  a  larger  eftablifliment  of  force 
and  expence.  If  there  be  no  increafe,  there  will  be  no  fupply,  and 
if  there  be  an  increafe,  the  iupply  will  rife  only  in  proportion 
to  it. 

When  afliftance  has  been  purchafed  by  Great  Britain,  as  it  has 
been  almoft  in  every  war,  from  allies  unconnected  with  her  by 
any  common  intereir,  and  without  any  of  the  qualifying  circum- 
iUnces,  which  attend  what  thofe,  whom  we  have  alluded  to, 
call  a  tribute,  however  thofe  fubfidifed  powers  may  have  been 
blamed  for  fubmitting  to  fuch  terras,  Great  Britain  has  been  often 
ferved  but  never  dishonoured  by  becoming  thus  tributary  to  many 
a  petty  Prince.  Yet  in  this  fenfe  only  would  Ireland  be  tribu- 
tary to  Great  Britain,  for  her  afliftance  by  paying  an  annual  fum, 
more  properly  termed  a  fubfidy,  than  a  tribute. 

Should  the  adjuftment  now  propofed  by  the  Parliament  of 
Ireland  be  rejected  here,  God  grant  that  without  any  degree  of 
prefcience  exceeding  what  is  derived  from  experience  and  a  flight 
knowledge  of  Hiftory,  we  fhall  not  be  better  warranted  than  the 
abovementioned  North  Britilh  Member  was  in  his  prediclion, 
when  we  foretel  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
while  he  retains  both  characters,  giving  his  afl'ent  to  the  bills  of 
each  Parliament,  will  not  be  able  to  exerciie  that  function  of 
Royal  legiflative  power  confidently  with  the  duty  of  a  common 
Father  to  all  his  fubje&s. 

H  We 
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We  mall  therefore  conclude  by  hoping  that  whatever  opposi- 
tion may  be  confidently  given  by  thofe  who  either  voted  againft 
the  two  bills  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  abftradt,  or  did  not  vote 
at  all,  none  who  joined  in  their  fupport  upon  the  principle  that 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  fhould  retain  all  their  refpeclive  natu- 
ral or  acquired  advantages,  but  fubject  to  the  fame  duties  upon 
importation  and  upon  exportation  to  Foreign  Markets,  will  op- 
pofe  a  further  enlargement  of  the  trade  of  Ireland  grounded  upon 
the  fame  principles,  certain  as  it  is  that  the  acquired  advantages 
of  Great  Britain  incomparably  exceed  the  fuperiority  of  thofe 
natural  to  Ireland.  Nay  we  are  far  from  conceding  any  fupe- 
riority to  Ireland  in  the  fum  total  of  gifts  gratuitoufly  bellowed 
by  Providence  without  Labour  and  Induftry. 
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